WHAT ABOUT OUR MISSIONARIES?

I love missionaries. I call them God’s Green Beret. I was a paratrooper in the Army and appreciate someone willing to go to a foreign field to give the gospel. I have the utmost respect for them, and I believe there are a couple hundred missionaries that would vouch for the way we treat them and support them. When we started our church, I called the pastor of a church that had started a year before we did to ask him how they had started taking on missionaries. They said they were still a mission church and weren’t taking on missionaries yet. I said ok, but didn’t believe that was for us. I called a friend that I went to college with, and invited him to come down. He preached, and then we took on our first missionary, in the first few months of our church. We averaged taking on 10 missionaries a year for the first 10 years of our church. I love missionaries. 

When the issue of the KJB came up, and after talking to Bro. Schaap personally, twice, attending the “KJB summit”, listening to every sermon Bro. Schaap preached on the subject and then talking to some of our missionaries, I knew we would have to do something about how we support our missionaries. Since we could no longer support FBC and HAC because of their new stand on the Bible, we could no longer support FBMI either. We still loved and wanted to support our missionaries, if they believed right, but could not send the support through Hammond. When they were going to take (at the time) 6% of everything we sent the missionaries to support themselves, I could not be a part of that. The big reason that Bro. Hyles and others couldn’t support the Southern Baptist Convention was the cooperative program and where the missions money went. 

We waited well over a year from the start of this issue to see if Bro. Schaap would change to the correct position, and then realized we had to do right ourselves and make sure none of our money was going to a church or organization that didn’t believe the KJB was the inspired Word of God. 

We took this issue to our deacons and then to our church. They unanimously voted to discontinue support to FBMI, but to still support our missionaries individually as long as we could send the money directly to their home church, or to another mission board. We didn’t want the missionaries to suffer just because FBC and FBMI changed their position. 

At the “KJB Summit,” Bro. Schaap said to not make the missionaries suffer just because we might not like Bro. Schaap. That is so far from the truth. Our stand has nothing to do with liking or not liking Bro. Schaap, but standing for the word of God. We are still supporting many FBMI missionaries that believe right, but just sending them the money directly, to their family, or home church. Some of the FBMI missionaries are taking their own stand and going with other mission boards. That is their decision. If Bro. Schaap refuses to let FBMI missionaries take support directly, then he will be the one hurting the missionaries, not us. By the way, we have heard from many missionaries that the controversy Bro. Schaap started has hurt them. 

Below you will see the letter we sent to our missionaries and the link to some of the responses. 



December 15, 2009 

Dear Missionary, 

In the past year or so, there has arisen an issue that required us to re-evaluate our support. We believe in the inspiration of the KJB (not just the originals, which no one has anyway.) If you are unaware of the issues at hand, please check out the website http://www.hacalumni.com/. 

We love all of our missionaries and do not want to lose any of you. We know you are just out there trying to win souls and help people. We have to deal with a problem that neither one of us created; it is harder because of the third parties involved that have changed (mission boards). We are not looking to “cut off” anyone, but we cannot be a part of this attack on our Bible. We cannot support a mission board or sending church that supports this new belief of “inspiration in the original languages only.” Obviously, this is not a new belief as liberals have always believed this, but it has crept into our fundamental (or what used to be fundamental) churches like a cancer. Several missionaries have already switched mission boards because of this issue. We understand that things may take time to sort out and we would be willing to work with our missionaries if we do not have to go through a mission board that does not believe the Bible. 

On August 9, 2009 our church, upon recommendation of the deacons, voted accordingly:
If the missionary believes that the King James Bible is the inerrant, inspired, and preserved Word of God, then we will continue to support them if we can send the support without going through the mission board or sending church that does not. 

If the missionary (mission board or sending church) doesn’t believe that the King James Bible is the inerrant, inspired, and preserved Word of God, then we will continue support until their next furlough, and then stop their support. (We would still have to send the support without going through FBMI or other agency.) 

If we do not hear from you promptly, we may feel like your position on this issue has changed or you no longer need our support. Once again, you are not on trial as a missionary, we just need the information to help us to facilitate the decision-making process for our missionary resources. Please feel free to contact Pastor Baker or me if you have any questions. 

Serving the King,
Bro. Steve Wipf
Missions Director
browipf@lighthouse-baptist.net


Examples of Good Missionary Responses 

Examples of Sad Missionary Responses 

