Dear Dr. Schaap,

First of all, I want to personally thank you and First Baptist Church of Hammond, Indiana, for the many years of faithful prayers and support for me, my wife, and my children while we were missionaries in Africa. I want to say that before I address the purpose of this letter.

I will get right to the bone that I have to pick with you regarding your "The Voice - February 2009 Special Edition For Pastors Only."

On page 8, under the "Doctrinal Statements of Some of the More Well-Known Baptist Institutions of Today," you have what YOU CLAIM are statements "copied and posted directly from each institution's own web sites on February 3, 2009."

For Oklahoma Baptist College & Institute, the only Bible college for which I personally speak, you have the following statement:

We believe that the Bible is verbally inspired and that it is the final authority in all matters of faith, doctrine and practice. We believe that the Bible reveals God, the fall of man, the way of salvation, and God's plan and purpose through the ages.

If you or whoever was doing your research for you had looked thoroughly at the Oklahoma Baptist College web page, you would have read on to find, after the Statement of Faith, our Positional Statement on the King James Bible which we at Windsor Hills Baptist Church and Oklahoma Baptist College believe and stand by:

The Bible is the verbally inspired, infallible, inerrant Word of the living God, and is the final authority in all matters of faith, doctrine, and practice. Not only was it inspired when God caused it to be written, but it is preserved for us today.

 The King James Bible is the Word of God, and is reliable, trustworthy, accurate, and proven. The King James Bible is the only Bible used and upheld in all teaching and preaching at Oklahoma Baptist College, and is the only Bible sold in our bookstore. Although we take this position on the King James Bible, we do not fall into the censorious character of many of our brethren who take the same position on the Bible."

Brother Schaap, you conveniently left out those two paragraphs. Why did you leave out the very two paragraphs that deal specifically with what Oklahoma Baptist College believes about the King James Bible? Are you trying to mislead people as to what our position is?

Now, Brother Schaap, your page 8 concludes at the bottom by stating, in much larger font than the rest of the page, "Please note that in every listing not one institution lists that the King James Bible is INSPIRED."

That statement is in clear contradiction to what our Positional Statement on the King James Bible declares. Let me make this very clear. Windsor Hills Baptist Church and Oklahoma Baptist College settled this issue 23 years ago, in 1986, long before the advent of web pages when we put our Positional Statement on the King James Bible in black and white in our college catalog so that there would be no doubt in anyone's mind as to what our position is. We were one of the very first Bible colleges to make a specific statement and take a specific position about the King James Bible.

Maybe you or whoever does your research for you did not completely read our Positional Statement on the King James Bible as it is also found on our web page. I hope that is the case.

However, your statement, as it pertains to Oklahoma Baptist College, is a completely false statement – A LIE – in stating that not one institution lists that the King James Bible is inspired.

The ninth commandment that God gave to Moses to give to the children of Israel and to us was Exodus 20:16: "Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor."

Your statement in larger font at the bottom of page 8 is a false statement, a false witness, against our college and our position.

The Lord told King Solomon to pen in Proverbs 6:16-19: "These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren."

Notice how following right on the heels of God's hatred of "a false witness that speaketh lies" is His hatred for "he that soweth discord among brethren."

Dr. Schaap, you need to apologize for Your LIE. You need to retract what you said. You need to correct your statement on your web page. You need to state: "If anyone would like to know what Tom Vineyard and Oklahoma Baptist College believe and state about the King James Bible, please go to their web site, 

www.oklahomabaptistcollege.com and read their Positional Statement on the King James Bible that is clearly marked in bold print directly following their Statement of Faith." 

For that matter, you should ask the other colleges that you quote if they would like for you to recommend that folks go to their web pages to find out what their statement and position are as well.

Are you trying to mislead people about what other colleges' statements and positions are? Are you trying to make yourself and your college out to be superior to ours or others?

May I remind you of what the Apostle Paul stated to the Corinthian church in 2 Corinthians 10:12: "For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise."

Brother Schaap, your apology, retraction, and correction should not just go up for a few hours or a day. It needs to be on your web page as long as YOUR LIE has been on there.

That is going to be "the hard thing" for you to do, Brother Schaap, but it is the right thing for you to do.

Now you may try to squirm out of this by saying that someone who works for you or whoever takes care of your web page is responsible for what was posted, but the first page states, "Dr. Jack Schaap Speaks on Inspiration and the King James Bible...."

Dr. Lee Roberson used to say, "Everything rises and falls on leadership."

I don't know what your problem is, but it seems that you do a lot of sticking your foot in your mouth, making off-the-wall statements that have no basis in reality.

I cannot speak for any of the other colleges that you listed. I will certainly be sending them a copy of your statements and my letter to you in case they are not aware of what you said. But not only is your statement regarding Oklahoma Baptist College a lie about what our web page says that our statement is, but your statement is also contradictory with what you  m,said in your book asking "Where Are We Going?" (Page 85; first paragraph):

"Recently, I read an article that concerned me in a publication from a well-known Independent Baptist church that also operates a Bible college. The article was written by the church's youth pastor, who is a graduate of another Bible college. The article concerned me because a statement was made that the King James Bible is inspired by God."

But under the topic, "Pastor Schaap's Position on the Word of God" on page 6, paragraph two of "The Voice," you state, "That teaching and that confidence in the King James Bible has never left me. I believed as a little boy growing up in a deacon's home that my King James Bible was the very Word of God, given by inspiration and kept and preserved by the power of God in the English language. My dad taught me that. He still believes that today at age 75, and so do I."

Which position are you are trying to take? That the King James Version is not inspired? Or that it is inspired? Would the real Dr. Jack Schaap please stand up?

You are concerned about the youth director who believes that the King James Bible is inspired but at the same time say that your dad taught you that your King James Bible was "the very Word of God, given by inspiration and kept preserved by the power of God in the English language." You finished that paragraph by stating, "My dad taught me that. He still believes that today at age 75, and so do I."

Here's the problem, Brother Schaap. If you agree with what your dad taught you, then you cannot be "concerned" because a youth director at another church and college also believes that the King James Bible is inspired by God. You cannot have your cake and eat it too.

And what is the deal in titling a book, "Why Stand Against The King James Bible?"

If you agree with what your dad taught you that the King James Bible is the very Word of God, given by inspiration, then why in the world would you stand against the King James Bible?

Your statements do not make any sense. They do not agree with your other statements. You are contradicting yourself and what your dad taught you.

And, let me interject something here that has been bothering me about some of your other statements that are totally unrelated to the King James Bible.

Brother Schaap, you were wrong to think that Joseph and Mary spanked Jesus when He was a child. Jesus is the Son of God, perfect, without sin, and therefore never needed a spanking. You are WRONG to think and say that Jesus was spanked! That's not in the Bible!

You were wrong to compare the Lord's Supper to an intimate sex act between a husband and a wife. The Lord's Supper is for us to remember Christ's body that was broken for us and His blood that was shed for us. Neither of these can in any way be compared to a sex act. That is flat out heresy, not to mention a brutal insult to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for our sins and salvation.

You were wrong to state what you did about the pope. It is almost as if you were giving him a glowing endorsement. The man and his church believe and teach a works salvation. In Catholics' minds, what he says, they believe is God's Word. Their church has persecuted and martyred Jews and true Christians for centuries upon centuries.

You are wrong to think that someone such as our current President whose church's doctrine includes salvation by baptism and whose pastor also preaches Black Liberation Theology could really be a Christian. When he was a candidate, he openly mocked those of us who cling to our Bibles.

I don't understand how the pastor of the First Baptist Church of Hammond had to pray about which candidate to vote for. I could never vote for a candidate who is a champion for the sodomites and the abortionists. I do not believe that such a candidate or president could be a Christian.

I have never had very much time to follow every false statement that you have made, but those are a few of the more Bidenesque ones that I can think of off the top of my head that totally go against truth.

In addition, is it true that you have told people while preaching that when you were a student at Hyles Anderson College my dad got you to go into bars to preach? Dr. Terry Anglea, whom my dad is preaching for this week, showed my dad his yearbook from when you and he were roommates.

My dad's last semester to teach, if I am not mistaken, was in the fall of 1976. Did you not start that following spring in 1977? That would mean that my dad did not teach you in that class.

Again, another lie. If you would lie about something from over thirty years ago, then it is no surprise that you are lying about our statement and others' statements regarding the King James Bible and the Inspiration of the Scriptures.

Brother Schaap, you may not realize you're doing it, it seems that you are doing it on purpose, but stop talking down to everyone like you have some sort of corner on the market of the Inspiration of the Scriptures or the King James Bible or anything else for that matter. We are independent Baptists. There is no pope and no papal authority in our ranks.

I hope, O HOW I HOPE, that this is not some kind of scheme where you are wanting to come up with some kind of new, official King James Version that you plan to print and want everyone who follows you to buy.

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

1 Timothy 6:10 

Brother Schaap, let me be perfectly clear with you about this. Please, please, please, if you don't get anything else out of my letter, get this: The Inspiration of the Scriptures is a Fundamental of our faith. Beware of the ground on which you are treading. It is holy ground. Your shoes need to be off, figuratively speaking, when you talk, or teach, or preach, or write about the Bible, and for us English speakers specifically, the King James Bible.

I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.

Psalm 138:2 

Go back and look at our statement again. READ ALL OF IT!

In case it is not clear enough for you or whoever reads your mail or researches for you, I will say it again real slowly so that you and they can understand it: "We at Oklahoma Baptist College do believe that the King James Bible is the INSPIRED, PRESERVED Word of God for English speaking people."

I will repeat it one more time in case you may have blinked or got something in your eye while reading that last paragraph. So that there is no confusion, no question, and no doubt in anyone's mind: "We at Oklahoma Baptist College do believe that the King James Bible is the INSPIRED, PRESERVED Word of God for English speaking people."

I hope that what I am saying, what our web page says, what our college catalog says, and yes, especially what our King James Bible says is now clear to you and anyone else who may have been misled by what you inaccurately stated about our position. "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." 2 Timothy 3:16, King James Version 

Sincerely,

Tom Vineyard

Pastor
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