I am often asked why I will not have fellowship with my brother, Dr. Jack Schaap.  Scripture says, “Can two walk together except they be agreed?”  (Amos 3:3)  After having communicated with Dr. Schaap by letter and in a telephone conversation, I have reluctantly concluded that there are too many significant areas of doctrine in which we do not agree.  While I pray for Dr. Schaap daily and rejoice in every soul that is saved through his ministry, fellowship requires a level of doctrinal agreement which is not present between us.
1. I cannot agree that it is “foolishness” to refer to our King James Bible as the inspired Word of God.  (Where Are We Going? p. 84)

- II Timothy 3:16 - “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:”  (Note that this statement which the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle Paul to make referred to copies of the Word of God possessed by Timothy, not the originals.)

2.  I cannot agree that “Jesus did not know who He was when He was a little boy until Mary and Joseph told Him.”  (sermon preached at Grace Baptist Church, Gaylord, Michigan.  CD available upon request.)

- Hebrews 13:8 – “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”

3.  I cannot agree that “God absolutely does not want to work with mankind.  He does not want to reconcile with those He created.”  (For Christ’s Sake, p. 12)

 - 2 Peter 3:9 - “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”

 - 1 John 4:14 – “And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.”

4.  I cannot agree that God says to the world, “I am going to kill you!  No, I believe I will kill you twice!”  (For Christ’s Sake, p. 8)  or that “God makes no personal house calls because if God saw you, He would kill you.  He is that wrathful.”  (For Christ’s Sake, p. 12)

 - John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

5.  I cannot agree that the Lord Jesus, after His crucifixion and resurrection, said, “’God the Father, they are despicable creatures!  Send them to Hell, Father!”’  (For Christ’s Sake, p. 16)

 - Luke 23:34 – “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”

6.  I cannot agree that the Lord’s Supper is analogous to marital intimacy.  (Marriage, the Divine Intimacy, p. 42:  “When a person takes the bread during the Lord’s Supper, he is not actually eating Christ’s body.  That person is saying, ‘This element represents something.  The person who deeply loves Christ understands that when he receives Christ as Savior it is a spiritual intercourse.  When a person receives Christ as Savior, he is receiving Christ as Lover.’”)

 - The purpose of the Lord’s Supper is that we may “show the Lord’s death “till He come” and that a man may “examine himself.”  (1 Corinthians 11:26, 28 – “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come…But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.”

7.  I cannot agree with the use of a racial epithet in preaching (though I acknowledge that Bro. Schaap, in this instance, was preaching against racism).  (www.YouTube.com:  “Rev. Jeremiah Wright Endorsed by Dr. Jack Schaap, Hammond.”)

8.  I cannot agree that the word “stuck” in Psalm 119:31 “means ‘the act of a man entering his wife.’  …it is sexual intercourse.” – (Marriage, the Divine Intimacy, p. 44)

 - The word “stuck” is the Hebrew word “babaq” and means “to cling or adherre; to catch by pursuit; to abide fast, to cleave, to follow close.  It can be joined to keep; to overtake, to pursue hard; to stick or to take.”

9.  I cannot agree that a pro-abortion position is not enough to disqualify an office-seeker.  (“Half-Baked Christianity,” a sermon preached at Hyles-Anderson College, September 30, 2005.  This can be heard in its entirety at www.hardpreaching.com, “Hall of Shame.” P. 4)

 - Exodus 21:22,23 – “If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from her, and yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, according as the woman’s husband will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.  And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life,”) I cannot condone voting for a pro-abortion candidate if there is a pro-life alternative.  

10.  I cannot agree that the profane rant of Jeremiah Wright was in any way “a message from God.”  (www.YouTube.com:  “Rev. Jeremiah Wright Endorsed by Dr. Jack Schaap, Hammond.”)
 - The right Jeremiah said of prophets like Jeremiah Wright, “For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed.  For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name:  I have not sent them, saith the LORD.”  - Jeremiah 29:8,9

