                         JUST FOR THE RECORD                         
 I am writing this letter  Just For The Record  for my beloved King James Bible and on behalf of Mrs. Gail Riplinger, as her former Pastor, and to the Precious Members  of First Baptist Church of Hammond, Indiana.
1.  Just For The Record – I am not a graduate of Hyles Anderson College, but since 1979 I have attended, for 25 years, Pastor’s School, Youth Conference, and sent our ladies to Ladies Spectaculars.
2. Just  For The Record – I loved Dr. Jack Hyles beyond measure and miss him so very much.  I owe much of my ministry of 27 years of Pastoring to Dr. Jack Hyles, whom I believe was not only the greatest Preacher  of our day, but I truly believe he was the greatest Preacher of all time.
3. Just For The Record – I truly love and thank God for the people of First Baptist Church of Hammond, Indiana.  I truly believe First Baptist church has led the way for soul winning and fundamentalism and has greatly affected America and the entire world for Christ like no other church has ever done!
4. Just For The Record – I love Dr. Russell Anderson and thank God for all the graduates of H.A.C. and those who have been associated with H.A.C., many of which are good friends of mine such as Dr. Russell Anderson, Dr. Bob Gray Sr.,  Dr. Mark Sigstad, Dr. Monte Watts, Dr. Al Lacy, Dr. Les Hobbins, just to name a few, because I could fill a page of Preachers connected with H.A.C.
5. Just For The Record – For the last 25 years I have referred and sent students off to H.A.C.  There are presently 2 of my members enrolled as students at H.A.C., and for years I have taken our teens to the Youth conferences and on the Campus of H.A.C. (although not in recent years)
6. Just For The Record – I was there in the old church building on March 22, 1979, in the afternoon, when Dr. Hyles preached Fresh Oil and I couldn’t speak a word for 20 minutes after the message was over.
7. Just For the Record  - I was there that night in 1979, a Thursday night, when Dr. Lester Roloff preached Pawing In The Valley and I came forward during the altar call and surrendered my life for Christ!
8. Just For The Record – I was there in Pastor’s School when Dr. Tom Williams preached The Power Of Prayer and there was an anointing of God that was so great that night that people were crying out all over the auditorium and Dr. Hyles came to the pulpit and said – “Don’t worry everything is all right!  
9. Just For The Record – I remember seeing the paper airplanes fly down to the first floor from the balcony during Pastor’s School.  Oh Yes, I remember hearing where’s the beef, and Dr. Hyles would flex his muscles.  Oh yes, and look at all that hair!  Dr. Hyles would move that one strand of hair he had.
10. Just For The Record – I was there to hear Bro. Ray Boardway lead in singing, and years when Dr. Ray Hart and Bro. Jewell blessed us with the Great Songs Of Zion.
11. Just For The Record – For the younger preachers I remember when Pastor’s School started on Monday and ended on Friday.  I remember Dr. Hyles calling out all the 50 states of those in attendance and from other countries around the world.
12. Just For The Record – Thank God for Elaine & Johnny Colsten for the blessings they were to all of us over the many years.  I remember how Dr. Hyles would always , on the last day of Pastor’s School, close out singing God Bless America, and he with tears in his eyes would challenge us to go back and do something for God, and I remember him saying – exhorting us – you’re not going back the same are you?  Note:  By the way did you ever wonder down through the years, how many choruses of God Bless America Mrs.  Colsten played.  I’ll be honest with you I was always in tears and did not want it to end. 
13. Just For The Record – I want to thank Mrs. Hyles and all the members of First Baptist for sharing Dr. Hyles with us.  Thank you First Baptist for all you gave financially, spiritually and physically to encourage preachers like myself down through the years.  Thank you for loving Dr. Hyles, and God’s men and America!  I know you saw the cause for Christ, that’s why you took your vacations, cleaned toilets, stood out in the cold, purchased books to give to others so people could be reached for Christ.
14. Just For The Record – Members of First Baptist, for 25 years I traveled to Hammond and it was like my promised land.  I was taught by Dr. Hyles and others the great truths of the Bible and the importance of soul winning.  I will forever have in my memory all the wonderful years we had together as one big church family.  First Baptist Church, I and thousands of others are so indebted to you for being such an enormous blessing to me, and preachers all over America and around the world.  When we get to Heaven you’ll see how what you did from that church on Sibley street affected multi millions of people.  I am sorry to say I have not attended any services or walked on the campus of H.A.C. for over 3 years.  I cannot come any longer because of my convictions on the Bible.  Before Dr. Hyles died, at a Pastor’s School, he taught us don’t be loyal to institutions.  Dr. Hyles warned about when he was gone, to beware of those who would change and leave the truths of the Word of God.  I am truly sorry to say this – Dr. Schaap has led your church and H.A.C. away from believing the King James Bible is the pure, inspired, preserved Word Of God.  This has saddened my heart greatly!! I truly believe the Lord is grieved to see your church and school being taught this.  I know this is contrary to what Dr. Hyles stood for and taught.
15. Just For the Record – Preachers and members of First Baptist Church – God’s Word tells us in 
II Timothy 3:16 – “All Scripture is given by the Inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:”
Psalm 12:7 – “Thou shalt keep them, O Lord, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.”
Romans 3:4 – “Let God be true, but every man a liar” (That includes Dr. Schaap or anyone else, myself included)

Isaiah 2:22 – “Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of?”        Listen – Always remember God’s Word is our only authority!!!!
16. Just For The Record – Some cruel and untrue things have been said about Mrs. Gail Riplinger and I would like to give a testimony about her and her family on their behalf.  I personally know the Riplinger family.   They were members of my church for approximately 2 years (between 1993-1995).  I want to state this for the record – when they were members of Bethel Baptist Church of Ravenna, Ohio they were faithful.  They lived separated lives and were very giving and caring for the things of God.  The Riplinger family is a Godly family.  They were always submissive and obedient.  Gail always had a meek and quiet spirit according to I Peter 3:4.  Gail and Mike are precious people.  Their daughter Bryn was very young when I was their Pastor, but she had the qualities of her parents.  Mrs. Gail Riplinger is a very educated and knowledgeable lady, yet she was never high minded, as a matter of fact she always was very quiet and almost timid when she was present.  She never tried to draw attention to herself.  She never promoted herself.  I always tried to promote her before others.  I sent Dr. Hyles her books and writings.  Before Dr. Hyles gave her an honorary degree from H.A.C. I was contacted more than once from the staff of First Baptist Church and questioned about her spiritual walk with God.  Dr. Hyles realized how special she is and what a tremendous blessing Mrs. Gail Riplinger was to him and all Christians through her tremendous writing on exposing false bibles and teachings against the Holy Scriptures.  Listen to me Preachers!  This lady is Godly and she is brilliant!  By the way that’s why Dr. Schaap sent Bro. Marshall and 3 other men to go talk to her to try to influence her to side with him because he knew she was a highly esteemed authority and could sway people to come over to his side – I truly believe Dr. Schaap was hoping to get Mrs. Riplinger’s endorsement and approval for “His KJV Bible” he’s preparing to sell you!  Can you imagine the sales she could have brought to him with the thousands of people that respect her knowledge and wisdom of the scriptures with her endorsement!  Jack Schaap knew this too, but it did not work out the way he had hoped for - because when she refused to side with him and rebuked him for going against God’s Holy and Precious Word then she was held in contempt.  Now he persecutes her.   Had she given him her endorsement she would have been heralded and praised.  Shame on you Dr. Schaap for attacking this Godly lady.  By the way, most people are not aware of the major health issues Mrs. Gail Riplinger has faced for several years as a matter of fact, when they lived in Ohio she was told back in 1994 she had less than a year to live.  Mike and Gail asked me to pray over her and anoint her with oil and we did.  We praise God for answered prayer.  I have never shared this.   I only do this because of the attacks she has received.  This health issue was one of the reasons for the Riplingers moving from Ohio to a better climate more conducive for Gail’s health condition.  So let me go on record saying it was a special blessing for me and my church to have Mike, Gail, and their precious daughter Bryn as members of our church for a few years.  I was proud of them then, and even more proud now to say I was their Pastor.  I love this family and thank God for them!  If you knew the Riplingers you would love them.  They are truly precious, Godly people and they love the Lord with all their heart!  If you knew Gail’s physical appearance she truly is a tiny lady – but I used to call her my Mighty Might For God!  Don’t worry Mighty Might about those who persecute you for doing right but, remember that you have the promise of Isaiah 54:17 and II Timothy 3:12.  By the way I remember Dr. Hyles preaching messages Do Right! Duty Demands It,  as the Riplinger family has done.
17. Just For The Record – I remember one of the greatest services of all time at Pastor’s School in 2000, Dr. Al Lacy preached on the KJB!  The choir was singing, the whole church was shouting and waving their King James Bibles.  I remember seeing Dr. Jack Schaap up on that platform with Dr. Hyles waving his Bible and smiling and saying Amen!  I know this to be true because I was there myself!  Hey you young preachers and some of you old ones too, get that tape and video of that night if they all haven’t been destroyed.  Can I ask all of you a question – God’s Word hasn’t changed since that night – why has Dr. Schaap changed??, and for the record I am very good friends with Dr. Al Lacy.  Before his illness he preached at my church every year.  We had several KJV Bible Conferences.  Now you Listen, God used Dr. Lacy to influence Dr. Hyles to have strong convictions on the local church and the King James Bible and I don’t care what smoke screen people try to put up that say Dr. Hyles didn’t believe the KJB was the pure Word Of God – YES HE DID!!   He believed it so much so that he had Dr. Lacy come in to H.A.C. to hold special classes just on the KJB!  You H.A.C. graduates know I’m telling the truth.  Dr. Hyles believed every word was true and he wanted H.A.C. students to believe it also.
18. Finally Just For The Record – I want to say to all who read this letter.  I am 60 years old.  I surrendered to preach when I was 21 years old.  I have always believed God’s Word to be True, Inspired, Holy, Preserved, Without Error, Eternal in the Heavens.  So I don’t care what Dr. Schaap or anyone else would say, It’s never going to shake my faith in the WORD OF GOD but, I am very troubled over what this has done and will do to the younger generations of preachers who now have doubts if they have God’s Word.  Perhaps my greatest motivation to publish this letter was in defense of Mrs. Gail Riplinger’s good name and character, and try to help and encourage our young preachers to continue to stand on the King James Bible.   I would hope that the vast majority of the older men are grounded and established in their faith and walk with God.   Let me close with this thought and story – Dr. Schaap has asked us to surrender the faith that we have in our Lord to preserve his Holy Bible for all generations – Let me give him a one word reply to surrendering my King James Bible to him or anyone else.  I use General Anthony McAuliffe of the 101st Airborne during WWII in 1944.  The Germans had him and his American troops surrounded at Bastogne, Belgium and sent a dispatch to surrender his troops at once.  He replied – NUTS!!
My reply to all who want us to surrender our King James Bible: 

                                                                    NUTS!!
Yours for Christ Jesus,

Dr. Richard E. Skiver

Pastor Bethel Baptist Church
